KOINONIA COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

August 2020
Ramblings from your News Coordinator
I read the following in a devotional from Kevin Cox and it truly
hit home. Hope you enjoy it �

Upcoming EMMAUS Gathering:
August 14thth Gathering
Western Heritage Cowboy Church
IN PERSON
(Communion will not be served)
and also available via Zoom.
Information is as follows:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85893624584
As children of God we are not only in need of
prayer but need to pray for one another.
Would you like to volunteer to be a prayer
warrior?
Do you have a prayer request?
Please e-mail:
Prayer4swtxkoinonia@gmail.com

………………………………………..
Koinonia 2020 Gathering Calendar
September 11
October 9
November 13

St. Paul Lutheran
Lakehills UMC
New Fountain UMC

Waiting is not something we genuinely like to do. Many times we
get anxious or frustrated when we have to wait on something or
someone. When my wife is getting ready for us to go out, I am
always ready before her. Often, I find myself pacing back and
forth from the living room to the bedroom, until she finally tells
me to go back into the living room and wait on her. Do you find
yourself feeling the same way waiting for God to do something
for you? Are you waiting on Him to answer a prayer that you’ve
been praying for a long time? I know the frustration of waiting on
an answer from God and I will tell you that worrying about it will
not make the answer come any quicker or on your time. There is
scripture in Isaiah that uses the word “wait” in a different light. It
is not the wait we are accustomed to, like pacing around or just
sitting there frustrated. You see, this wait really means hope &
trust. This wait is a posture, an attitude that we must have, an
attitude of expectancy in God. We can find our hope only in God.
Only He has the answer we are searching for. A posture of waiting
looks like this; I am expectantly waiting on God to come through
for me. I am going about my day with hope and joy because God
loves me and is on my side. I am his child and His promises are
for me. The promise is that He will renew my strength. He will
cause me to mount up on wings like eagles. He will cause me to
run and not grow weary and not faint. You see, an attitude of
expectancy in God brings the promises of God with it. So walk in
this day with an attitude of expectancy and find your hope in God.

DeColores!
Laura Bogert
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
A personal thank you to those of you who responded to our
plea. As you can imagine, the lack of in-person gatherings
has taken a toll on our financial status. In many ways we
have been hit just like the mom-and-pop businesses we all
deal with on a day-to-day basis. We need help in getting
our community in a position to fund the Men’s Walk in
October.
To help would you be so kind as to mail your offering to:

P.O. Box 2068
Lytle, Texas 78052

I have a board hanging in my room given to me by a sweet friend that has my favorite, “It is well with
my soul” quote written on it. When I first received it, and then hung it on my wall I would go up and
lightly touch it and examine whether or not this was indeed true. As it often happens and time marches
on the familiar items in our life tend to fade into the background…missed if not present, but not really
noticed daily. In this time of social distancing, zoom meetings and live stream church I haven’t taken
much time to reflect on the condition of my soul. It’s been more of a time of putting one foot in front
of the other and getting through the day, week, month…heck at this point the year. Oddly, while we
may be more physically distant I’ve noticed that social media posts have ramped up
exponentially…lots of differing opinions, but not a lot of grace. I don’t think I noticed discouragement
creeping in like a slow fog until I felt the weight of it in my soul. There has also been a lot of discussion
about the world coming to an end…. pandemics, disasters, political strife, rumors of war, economic
upheaval and even murder hornets given as evidence of the beginning of the end. Folks, I feel like
every generation feels this way as we search for understanding about the world around us. I don’t
know if we’re at the end, but I do know that with every passing day Jesus is a little closer to coming
for all of us, whether it be a triumphant entry from the clouds or quietly walking with us when our
time has come. I pray that we are all vigilant…not just with dire warnings to our “friends” on social
media, but with showing others the light of Christ in us by our words and by our actions. My prayer
is that we live in a way that invites others in rather than shutting them out. In this season I have found
that it’s really easy to hunker down and tune out the constant negativity, but that’s not an answer either.
I have found that only serves to numb the mind and the spirit and to foster a hardened heart. We were
created to be in relationship with God and with one another. Relationships aren’t easy. They take
work and you have to care about the “other” enough to get through all of the sticky parts. In this time
of distancing it more important than ever to reach out, be creative, and take advantage of the
opportunities that we have to fellowship. Never was that more evident to me than in last month’s
gathering which I participated in via live stream. Tears streamed down my face as I sang familiar
songs praising our God with folks that I love and miss. I felt in that moment the wisps of fog lift and
realized that while relationships are hard I had been hungering for community. I think that for myself
our time of fellowship had maybe become like my board on the wall…comfortable and familiar but
faded into the background. My prayer while we wake from our COVID slumber and tiptoe back into
a new normal is that we experience our relationship with Christ and with one another in new and
creative ways and invite others in to experience the same. May God’s love for us ignite a new passion
to fellowship with Him and with one another.
De Colores!
Michelle Keith

2020 Walk to Emmaus Schedule
Later in Newsletter
1 John 5:4
**********************

Dale and Dawn Gallia are the reps for Koinonia
Chrysalis.
They are currently looking for anyone (adult or teen)
who might be qualified and interested in attending or
working with Chrysalis.
If you have attended the Walk to Emmaus or a Chrysalis
Flight (ages 15-18) you are qualified to serve.
If interested, contact either:
Dale Gallia (210-430-9630)
Or
Dawn Gallia (830-741-0034)
mcguired9699@gmail.com

For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world. And this
is the victory that has overcome
the world--our faith.
On occasion we will endure
disappointments and adversity.
We will overcome the passing
hardships of this world by
relying upon His strength, His
love, and His promise of eternal
life. God stands ready at all
times.
In Christ,

Don Krumrey
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Hondo, Texas

Men’s Walk
April 29 – May 2, 2021

The next Men’s Walk is now scheduled for April 29 to May 2, 2021.
If you are interested in serving on the team please call or email Scott
Maderer at 2108623978 or csmaderer@gmail.com.
It is not too early to start talking to pilgrims.
Applications are also being accepted for the outside team and should go to
Debbie Pruett at debbiepruett07@yahoo.com
Team Fees are $250.00 for both the Inside Team and the Outside Team
Applications can be found at our website… swtxkoinonia.org

Remains of the Village of Emmaus

UPCOMING WALKS TO EMMAUS
Please check with the Lay Directors for Cancellations for the
remainder of 2020

Reunion Group Opportunity
Koinonia Reunion Groups
(MEN)
Lytle UMC
Wednesday Mornings

6:30 AM

Scott Martin (830) 772-3395

Lytle UMC
Living Dust
Mondays

6 PM

Scott Martin (830) 772-3395

St. Paul, Hondo
Early Birds
Mondays

6:30 AM

Don Krumrey (830) 741-9991

St. Paul, Hondo
Night Owls
Wednesdays

7 PM

Pat Cleary (210) 913-1160

Yancey UMC
If interested please contact:

Sam Dubberly (210) 241-7719

Lytle UMC
O dark 30 boys
Wednesdays

6:00 AM

Kyle Jackson (210) 414-3471

Currey Creek
Boerne, TX
Tuesdays

5:30 PM

Steve Balthrop (210) 827-7112

Medina Valley UMC
If interested please contact:
Lakehills UMC

Jim Rhoades (210) 326-2737
7:00 AM

Sam Martin (210) 884-9767

Reunion Group Opportunity
Koinonia Reunion Groups
(WOMEN)
@Naomi Diner’s
Lytle Morning Doves
Thursdays

6:30 AM

Connie Norton (210) 422-6329
Michelle Keith (210) 394-5386

@Linda Bahlmann’s
Lytle Dusk Angels
Thursdays

5:00 PM

Linda Bahlmann (830) 709-5848

The Town Criers
Quihi (varies)
Thursdays

7:30 AM

Tara Lewis (210) 601-0130

Lytle
Friday

Mid-mornings

Debbie Pruett (210) 416-6370

St. Paul, Hondo
Hearts for Him
Wednesdays

12 PM

Johnette Dixon (830) 931-4238

Medina Valley United Methodist Church
If interested please contact

Shirley Hodges (210) 219-1549

Lake Hills UMC
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays

10:30 AM
7 AM
7 AM

Jackie Blakemore (830) 510-4042
Sandy Trenkelbach (830) 510-4697
Rise Martin (210) 215-9630

Devine First UMC
Thursdays – Emmaus Room

4:00 PM

Lisa Garner (830) 663-3185

4:00 PM

Sharon Young (210) 537-4777

Somerset Sojourners
Mondays – Sommerset UMC

Please submit any corrections to the above listed reunion groups to your newsletter
coordinator at llbogert@gmail.com

The Purpose of Emmaus

The purpose of Emmaus is the renewal of the Church as the body of
the risen Christ in the world through the renewal of church members as
faithful and committed disciples of Jesus Christ. Emmaus expands
participants' spiritual lives, deepens their discipleship, and rekindles
their gifts as Christian leaders in their churches and communities.

Newsletter Coordinator:
Pastors and Church Family –
Please print several copies of
this new newsletter and place
in your church foyer or lobby
for those folks who do not have
e-mail.
Thanks,
De Colores!

Laura Bogert
850 CR 242
Hondo, Texas 78861
llbogert@gmail.com
(210) 884-9110

